BOLLHE Padad (LAY UVEL LIdT LLUGL ey DUOLL AT T

St & . by Gerhard Salomon (Lehigh Valley Ghap%er) ‘

arick A,

\1%. It was about 19.&5P,E. on September 6, 1951, motorman Frede

L Q;;ers Jr. was boarding ear 1006 (ex C&LE 129) at Fairview Car Barn,
for the last run over the famed Liberty Bell Line to Norristown. Upon

" arriving at 8th & Hamilton Sts.; he was crossed over to the out bound

_ tréck by'Iﬁspeeter'an Kutzler, who was on duty that night.?hsilast
¢ar had naw'yullad into the Allentown Terminal for the final trip.

A hand full of passengers boarded the ear, with several railfans,
some members of the loeal ehapter:ef N.R.H.S. TUpon ecolleeting his
tickets, the motorman found he had dme passenger for ﬁerristawn, other
than railfans, After several photos were taken, car 1006 left the
Allentown Terminal with a bang at 11:06 PM for the last run on the

~line, At Aineyville Janetiea car 432 was met with John Ward at the
‘controls, It was noted that several railfans where aboard this car,

é&;e& car 432 was cleared we proceeded to Emmaus Junction for our

orderd, Our train order read as follows; Train Order 46, To lMotormaan
& @aﬁdﬁetar-Traia‘Ha, 334 Car Neo. 1006 at Emmaas Jzt.; meet train No,
Extra Car No., 430 at Lehigh;.Compiete at 11:18 ?.ﬁ.; M. Seiy; Dispatcher,
F. Enters, Motorman. Having received and read aar'téaiarérﬂar we left
Emmaus Jet. at 11:18 Pﬁ; for the first meet. Stops to éischargs
passengers were made at the Spa & Stevens stops, we passeé car &30 at
Lehigh siding at 11225.P§; as per our train order, After making
several more é%@ps to discharge ?assengers we arrived at School
siding. Going through School siding eon thzrloop; we ran over 5
torpedoes placeﬁ be another operator as'a joke. None of the railfans
where startled, altho the passengershaé a look of amazement on their
{gge for awhile. School siding was left behind at 11:29 ?M and
“vé%éin 334 pulled into Cent&r~Valley, to pick up one passenger for

i Ceoperature, . We left Goopeyburg at MA:32 T, Seoper widing gt L1:35 . ..
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a meet with Train 531, Car 812 with Jesse Rufh doing the motoring., After

- a few words with motoman Rufh we pull into Red Lion (correct name i‘or

Wertm Depot ). Here another photo stop was made and a group picture
taken. Included in the picbure were the motorman > tieket agent from
Quak_ertm, business agent of t.he Un:lon, railfans, & passengers. We
left Red Lion at 11:44PM, a little late, but wha caved it was the last
trip ever to be run on the l:!.ne. Loeust siding was left behind ap ‘
ll.&pé PM., Ridge siding at 11:52PM, érrivi.ng at Prekasie station at |
11:55PM, ﬂfhe regular coffee stop was made here, as had benn motorman
Enters praetiee. Leaving Perkasie at 11:59 PM, we stopped at Park Ave.
to piek up one passenger, by the name of Mrs. Fred Enters J:j.,; #he
motormans wife. She to im interested in st:ee.t cars, and wanted to
ride the last trip on the line. Sellers siding was next. Here we
meet a 3 car t-rain‘ last. such on the line, The consist of} the train »
vas freight cars C-—19, C-5, & 1005, with Grover Meckley at the controls.
We might add,car 1005 was erippled by motor trouble at Wales Jct. at
about 8:33 PM,; going south; Jch:; Ward at the eontorlg. After a
picture was taken of the 3 car train; we proceeded to Sellersville
dgpot. Here we picked up one passenger for Souderton; a regular réder.
Sellersville- was 1e£’t at 12:07 AM, Being 5 minutes. late now, operator
Enters in trying to make up time, has the pole jump from the overhead
Just South of the Sellersville substation, A few moments delay until
the pole rewired and we are again on our way. Telford was passed at
12:11 AM Nace siding at 12:12 AM, Car Barn Y at 12: 13 AM, then
Souderton at 12:16, AM, Discharging the one passenger for Souderton
we leave it behind, and pass over Gehmans bridge shortly afterwards,
and into Gehman_ siding which we ran throﬁgh in short order. Orvilla

. 1as nest, which is a transfer comnection with f.he Reading Railroads;

- North Penn branch., At Orvilla stop we pick up a regular rider for

,,,,,
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s6 that the writer could put several torpedoes for the 2nd last North
bound ear to run over. 4 few minutes run from Angle put us inte Couter

,ciding for the last meet off the line, Car 702 was already in the siding
awaiting our arrival. Motorman Clark Kistler was standing in the open
door checking his watch as we pulled into the siding., Here 3 rgilfans

- got on our ear from 702, Another picture was taken for the record,

We left Couter at 12:27 AM. Arriving at Lansdale we discharged several
passengers, and said a few words with Bill Rosenberger, Line Snpt.; who
was'putpihg uprnotices for the puhlic; informingthem of the change from
trolley-to bus, Several women that were_slightly inebriate insisted
we wait till they tobk avpictura; without flash; of the last car in

-Lansdale, We hope their picture turns out good. Leaving Lansdale at
12:35 AM, we ran ouer severa} more torpedoes, We wonder”who put them
there;'some railfag no doubt. At 12:37 AM we entered the north end

- of Broad siding; and 2 minutes later we leave the south end of Braad;

k heading for Wales Jct, We passed Wést Point at 12:40 AM, Acorn siding
at 12: bl AM, Brush siding at 12: L6 AM at the north end, leaving Brush
siding hS seconds later, Marshall siding at 12:38. Arriving at Rink
at 12:33 AM, Here ends were changed and the car waw looped arocund the
freight houseand taken to the Norristown station backwards; in
preparation for the last northbound run,. 'we arrived at the Norristown
platform at 12:54 AM, This completed the last southbound run on the
line, :

Changing ends again with theﬁaid.of railfans; motorman Enters
then called the dispatcher at‘Allentown; for orders; if any. He was
told to run schsdule; which means there are no orders to be weitten
for the trip to Car Barm Y-in Souderten; which is the end of this run

_ ‘egularly. Having completed his routing work here at the platforn;Twe‘

wait for the Philadelhpia & Western car to come in from 69th St.
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the distance, coming in our direction. A few moment later and the P, & W
: Ear was setting in back of curs diacharging it's passengers., A few
i:é.;Sengers were picked up from the P, & W. ear, We bid farewell to

the P. & W. mot.erman with tears in our eyes, for we !mew no LVT Liberty
Bell Limited car would ever arrive or depart fvom this plati’orm.

We slowly pulled aut from the Nsrristom station at 1: 08 AM, ﬁth

3 loud reports. Yes, you siad it more Torpedoes. People walking along
- the ramp to the street, Jjumped to one side in surprise, not knawing
igust what happened. A photo was taken at the end of the bridge, the

last one to be taken in Norristown, We ‘passed Rink at 1:12 AM and
Marshall at 1: 13 AM.= It again took just L5 seconda to run through

B rush siding and we were running alcng Highway 202 at 1:17AM, Acorn
siding was passed at 1: 23 AM, West Point and Wales Jct. at 1: 26 and

1:27 AM respectivly., Broad siding wns left behind at 1:29 AM, arriving
S Lansdale at 1.33 AM with a Boud report. After discharging and loading
passengers at Lansdale, we left it at 1l:34AM, Ve passed through Couter
at 1: 36 AM Angle at 1: 38 AM, Orvilla at 1:39 AWM, Gehmans at 1:42 AM,
arriving at Souderton at e & h5. We discharged several passengers at
Souderton depot. Arriving at Car Barn Y we sto;:ped, for orders, since
this trip goes 1nto the Soudertcn Barn regnlarly; Being thig is the

last day of operazion fer the line, the ear is being returne& to
Fairview Car Barn instead. Our train order pead as fIYA#d/ follows;
Sept., 7,1951,.- Train Order 2;. To Motorman & @onductor ‘I’ra‘in No, Extra

Car Neo, 1006 at C.B.Y., Run extra C,B.Y. to Emmaus Jet., Camplete

at 1: h9 AM, H.C. Nyce, Dispatcher, F. Enters Jr, Motorman, 4

Leaving Car Barn Y at 1:52 AM with white ‘marker lights, being an |

extra car now, we pass Nace siding at 1:53 AM,; Telford station at 1:54 AM,
- Sellersville station was left behind at 1:58 AM and Sellers sidingrat
(1159 M, Avriving et Perkasle the last passengerleft the car.. Now all .
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wife, We passed through Ridge siding Sm 2104 AN, Lossot atatie at 211 AM.
_ Qnak:erbm station was passed at 2:13 AM with the siding at 2316 AN,
xhen on through the night te Wood siding at 2:19 AM, ceopers siding
at 2:22 AM, Coopersburg station at 2:24 AM, Cemter Valley at 2:31 AM,
Sehool siding at 2:32 AM, Arriving at Lehigh siding the signal light
was out, S0 we stopped to eall in for orders. Motorman. Enters vfas told
t0 proceed since the signals had been pulled at 2:35AM, Sellersville
subgtation was ‘also closed by this time, We 1ef‘;. Lehigh without signals
arriving at Emmaus Jet, at 2:43 AM. when motorman Enters call off, From
| Emnaus Jet. the car when right‘inta Fairview ecar barn arriving ﬁhere
at 2:51 AM Friday Sept.. ;1951. The last trip was over, ﬁa car would
ever run over the once famous route again, ‘

: All the equipment that had been at the Seudertan barsd had been
moved to Fairview ear barn early in the evening of the 61:h. On the
~worning of the ‘7th, car 522 wknt as far as Summit L&wn, to eheek
signals I have been infomed. All the railfana aboard the last car .
had the privilege of eperating the car for & short distance after
we left Perkasie, We thank Mr. Enters for permiting us to do so,,
making it passible for us to say we ren the la.st car on the line. *

Buges hive not taken ower smd already some of the people are
complaining of the rough riding buses. Only after it is to iate |
will some people lm what comfarb railway cars have,

~End-




BENY o 8th & Hemilton Sts.
Aineyville Jet.
Emmaus Jet.
Lehigh Siding
School siding
' Center Valley Station
_ Coeoperburg Station
= Coopers Siding
Quakertoun Siding _
Red Lion (Qakertown Station)
Locust Siding |
—~—_Ridge Siding
Sellers Siding
Sellersville Station
Telford Station |
Nage Siding
Car Bara ¥
Gehmans Siding
Hatfield Station
Angle Siding
Couter Siding
7 Lansdale Station
Broad Siding
Agorn Siéing
Washington Square ‘

11:06 P.M. Car 1006

11:13  Met ear 432, traia 529
11:18 Called for orders

11325 Met car 430, train Extra

11:29
11:30
11:32
11:35
11:38
1143
1lshdy
11346
1352
11359
12:06 AM. Meb ecars C19,05,1005, 3

12:07 car train, train Extra
32:11

2612

12:13

12316

12:19
12:20
12322
12:27
12:35

12:45
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Brush Siding “Yauud A
Marshall Siding | 12:49

 Rink Siding 2253 Looped car for north
xeﬁ;tam Station (ARR.) 12:54 bound trip ‘
Norristown Station (LV.) . 1:08 - Car 1606;, train 335
Rink Siding - iz |
' Marshall Siding 13 A
Brush Siding 1:17
Waghington Square : 1319_
Aeorn Siding 1:23
Broad Siding 1129
Lansdale Station 1233
Couter Sﬁidingu = | 1:36
 Angle Siding | 1:38
Orvilla Interchange Switch 1:39
Hatfield Station = e
Gehmans Siding - ’ : l:h.é
Souderton Station o Ll:kBk
Car Barn Y - : .i=52
Naece Siding . 4353
Telford Station  l:i5h
Sellersville Station 158
Sellers Siding . 1359
Perkasie Station  2:01
Ridge Siding 2308
Locust Siding 2:11

Red Lion (Quakemm_sﬁamg) - 2113

" Quakertown Siding ? 2:16
Wood Siding ) 2:19
Coopers Siding . 2122
Coopersburg Station | .
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T ~_ Sehool Siding

| ishigh Siding

Emmaus Jeb, _

8th & St; Joln Sts. Allentown
Fairview Car Barn '
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2:31 A.M.

2:32

2:43 Called off

2:!;.&. Right inte Fairview
2:5% Car 1006, train Extra




